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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

Research Interaction  

Basic Applied/Development

University Industry

I/U Centers
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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

The I/UCRC Model

Company CI/UCRC

Company BCompany A

Company DCompany E

Company F

The model allows 
industries to interact 
with 
pre-competitive research
if they so desire
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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

Typical Organizational Chart
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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

Evolution of Centers
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Why? The expanding research base has become necessary to 
be able to respond to industries broad interests and to be more 
competitive on a national and international basis.
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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

Funding Formula
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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

Win-Win
For the academic community, an 

I /UCRC:

• stable funding source for research 

• exposes the academic community to 
the ‘ real world’  

•establishes a meaningful research 
focus  -- industrially-relevant 
fundamental  

• provides support for research and 
students

For industry, an I /UCRC:

• provides an avenue to investigate a 
topic which may otherwise not be done

• accomplishes research at a fraction of 
the cost

• allows an industry to utilize the 
talents and resources of a university 

• vehicle for changing the university 
culture: multidisciplinary; strategic 
fundamental

• provides an excellent recruiting tool 
for building the future of the company
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Industry / University Cooperative Research CentersCenter Members are in Good Company
Partial List of I/UCRC Members as of 12/31/02
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Industry / University Cooperative Research Centers

SINGLE UNIVERSITY CENTERS:
1. Built Environment
2. Management of Information
3. Silicon Wafer Engineering and Defect 

Science
4. Advanced Studies in Novel Surfactants
5. Information Technology and 

Organization**
6. Nondestructive Evaluation
7. Precision Metrology
8. Advanced Vehicle Electronics
9. Bio-catalysis and Bio-processing of 

Macromolecules
10. Bio-instrumentation
11. Photo-polymerization
12. Electronic Micro-Cooling 
13. Biometrics/Identification 
14. Strategic Planning
15. Fuel Cell Engineering
16. Computer Systems**
17. Child Injury Studies

MULTI-UNIVERSITY CENTERS:
1. Health Management Research
2. Advanced Polymers and Composites
3. Virtual Proving Ground Simulation
4. Sensors and Actuators (MEMS)
5. Composite Reinforcement
6. Ceramic and Composite Materials
7. Measurement and Control Engineering
8. Micro-contamination Control
9. Water Quality
10. Intelligent Maintenance Systems**
11. Membrane Applied Science and Technology
12. Dielectrics
13. Engineering Logistics and Distribution 
14. Tree Genetics
15. Telecommunication, Integrated Circuits Systems
16. Multi-phase Flow
17. Wireless Internet**
18. Plasma Processing
19. Search and Rescue Robotics**
20. Cyber Protection**
21. Friction Stir Welding
22. E-Design Manufacturing**
23. Computational Material Design**

2006

**  CISE SUPPORTED
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Memberships and Agreements
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NSF BUDGET BY YEAR
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NUMBER OF CENTERS

Phased-Out Centers    
(Cumulative Record)

Active Centers 
(Current Year)

2 3 5 7 10
17

31 37 36 41 45 43
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GROWTH OF MULTI-UNIVERSITY CENTER
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TOTAL FUNDING BY SOURCE BY YEAR IN DOLLARS
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